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[bookmark: _GoBack]Children are said to display pre-conventional moral reasoning during their childhood stage of development. At this stage, the children's right or wrong is dictated by a number of cultural rules which explain right or wrong and the consequences of each action. A child may, for instance, not understand that stealing is wrong and but understands that he or she can be punished and appreciate honesty and the possible rewards of being honest. The adherence to these rules by the child is basically for personal reasons such as being praised or avoiding punishment. The children at this stage have the ability to make different choices which they highly appreciate as well as a solid understanding of the consequences of personal choices. An example of pre-conventional morality is when one avoids stealing not because its bad but to avoid being sent to prison.
The second stage of moral development is the stage of conventional morality. At this stage, people have an understanding of the rules of the society on right and wrong and start to accept them. The values of society are internalized to become part of individual values. A person at this stage starts to reason more based on the rules of society. For instance, an individual may decide not to drink and drive due to what other people would think of them. I individual will choose not to do engage in actions that may render them careless and deviant based on social rules such as drinking and driving. Conforming to the rules of the society is key to what an individual think of themselves. 
The highest level of moral development is the post-conventional stage. An individual at this stage gets to understand various ethical principles which are universal. An individual at this stage can develop an understanding of the rights they deserve as humans and the importance of maintaining human dignity. An individual at this stage adopts various principles which govern their thinking as well as moral reasoning influenced by what they think is right and just. The reasoning is based on universal ethical principles. For example, some people may think that some large non-profit organizations should also pay taxes to make it a responsibility of everyone. Some people at this stage may tend to disobey some laws which they feel are unjust. The occupancy standards for rental housing may feel unjust when they affect the ability of a family to stay together. One may decide to break these laws by including more occupants in the same residence when they are members of their family.
